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‘CS07_Ash_Ind_Trees’ file details:

e File contains estimates of individual ash trees for Great Britain. The individual trees are trees

in the landscape i.e. outwith woodland or hedgerows. The estimates are based on Countryside
Survey 2007 data.

Associated datasets:

e |ITE Land Classification (2007) http://dx.doi.org/10.5285/5f0605e4-aa2a-48ab-b47c-
bf5510823e8f

e Countryside Survey (www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk)

Columns in dataset:

- LC2007 Land Class (numeric)
- LandClass Land Class (text)
- Mn_tree_km Mean number of individual ash trees per 1km per land class.

Resolution 1km
Coordinate system British National Grid

Projection Transverse Mercator
Extent Great Britain

Projection British National Grid OSGB1936


http://dx.doi.org/10.5285/5f0605e4-aa2a-48ab-b47c-bf5510823e8f
http://dx.doi.org/10.5285/5f0605e4-aa2a-48ab-b47c-bf5510823e8f
http://www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk/

Countryside Survey: Individual Ash tree distribution estimates

The Countryside Survey samples 1km squares across GB using a stratified random sampling
system (based on land classes which are comprised of the major national ecological gradients
e.g. soils, geology and climate) (Bunce et al. 1996, Carey et al. 2008). This enables scaling up
from samples to produce national estimates using the land classes.

Within each 1km square each individual tree in the landscape (i.e. outside of woodland) is
recorded along with an estimate of modal DBH. In this dataset, trees that were in small
clumps were also included (less than a minimum mappable unit (mmu) of 20m x 20m; if they
were above the mmu they would have been included in area data). Surveyors were also asked
to record up to 10 veteran trees within each 1km square (maximum 2 per species). National
estimates were created from the number of individual trees within each 1km square which
were recorded as point features (either in a field or as a hedgerow tree) using land classes. To
do this, mean numbers of ash trees within a 1km square by land class has been calculated.
This is multiplied by the area of each land class and summed over all land classes to create a
national estimate in hectares for the areal extent of ash for GB. The land classification used
in this analysis was the 2007 ITE Land Classification, with 45 land classes.

More information about methods can be found at www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk
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Map showing the Ash Tree distribution as estimated by Countryside
Survey 2007
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Further reading:

Distribution of Ash trees (Fraxinus excelsior) in Countryside Survey data (2013).
Maskell, L.C., Henrys, P.A., Norton, L.R., Smart, S.M. and Wood, C.M. January
2013, NERC/Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Lancaster.
http://www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdfs/Distribution%200f%20A
sh%20trees%20in%20CS_9thJan2013.pdf
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